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Dear Mrs Flannery,  

 

I am writing to offer our congratulations on your school recently being validated for our 

Dyslexia Aware Quality Mark.  I am very pleased to send our plaque to school, which 

confirms and celebrates the accreditation.  

 

In the validation visit, we were delighted to see the passion for inclusive practice and 

the high-level of consistency and collaboration between all staff across the school. The 

validation visit included representatives from both Salford and Bury local authorities who 

agreed that the developments throughout the school have had a significant impact for 

the children you support.  

 

A key strength seen during the visit was the passion, enthusiasm and knowledge of 

every member of staff. Each staff member appeared to embrace and understand the 

rationale around dyslexia aware practice. The planning and consistency of delivery in 

lessons benefited the pupils and this lead to improved outcomes. Another key strength 

seen was the focus on oracy across the school. The focus on this key skill was evidently 

benefiting the pupils and helped provide the building blocks for further success; the 

speaking stems were particularly well received. A specific mention must also be made 

of the outdoor learning area, which was fantastic. The area helps provide so many 

opportunities for your pupils. The planning and high level of maintenance and 

development of this area is allowing this space to be used to its full potential. 

 

The pupils interviewed felt happy and safe in school and particularly enjoyed the 

challenge within lessons and found them engaging. They commented on how much 

they enjoyed the discussions and interactive nature of their lessons The pupil’s 

engagement seen during our time in school was clearly evident. Similarly, the parents 

interviewed expressed their confidence in the school keeping them aware and 

responding proactively to their child’s individual needs. 

 

The evidence produced by Mrs Cunliffe was exemplary and showed the commitment 

and longevity to which inclusive opportunities have been put in place for the pupils. 



    

Some of the examples of work left for us to view in the training room was particularly 

good to see.  

 

Changes in practice could be seen in each classroom to make the environment as 

dyslexia friendly as possible. Within the lessons, pupils were encouraged to embrace 

challenges and a clear focus on them becoming independent learners. Resources 

were also evident in each classroom, all aimed at allowing pupils to access the lessons 

in their preferred learning styles. The use of colour across the classrooms and the 

inclusive nature, e.g. when labelling the clocks stood out as particularly beneficial 

approaches for the pupils.  

 

There is a range of extra-curricular clubs and activities within school that provide 

opportunities for pupils, which are linked to the department, all of which are able to 

celebrate strengths and each individual’s areas of interest. Examples of these include 

sign language club, choir and a range of sporting clubs. 

 

Overall, the visit was extremely enjoyable for all who attended and we would like to 

offer our thanks for such a warm welcome and celebration of fantastic teaching and 

learning. The award is valid for the next three years and we would welcome your 

application for reaccreditation after this time.  

 

Some possible areas for further development include: 

 

- Consistently embed the use of visual timetables in all classrooms, particularly in KS2. 

 

- When annually updating statutory signage, e.g. fire procedure, classroom signs; 

consider the use of cream paper / dyslexia friendly fonts to ensure these are as 

accessible as possible. 

 

- Try to eliminate the use of black pens on white backgrounds in all areas. 

 

- Be prepared to accommodate visits from other settings on the ‘dyslexia aware’ 

journey and demonstrate the excellent practice seen on our visits to help support others 

 

Thanks again and congratulations on the accreditation,  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

David Barrett 

Lead SpLD Teacher 

Ladywood Outreach Service 

 

 

 
 

         



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


