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Mission statement 
“Giving children wings to fly” 

 
 At Eatock Primary School we understand the importance of building good 
foundations for future learning from the very start of a child’s education and our Early 
Years provision for Nursery and Reception children reflects this. The key drivers in 
shaping our Early Years Curriculum are the school’s mission statement, vision and 
aims. We believe that children should experience excellent teaching and develop a 
deep love of learning. Our curriculum, which is based on the EYFS statutory 
framework, is bespoke and tailored to meet the needs of all of our children. We aim 
to ensure that all children will be confident and effective communicators by the time 
they leave the Early Years Foundation Stage, prepared for their journey into Key 
Stage One, the next phase of their education. The curriculum is designed around the 
characteristics of effective learning as we want all our children to develop an ‘I can’ 
attitude towards their learning and a strong resilience to challenge. 
 
 
AIMS 

 To enable all children to reach their potential socially, physically, emotionally and 

intellectually. 

 To promote positive attitudes to diversity and inclusion. 

 To provide a stimulating and exciting curriculum, where children are motivated to 

explore and question their world. 

 To provide rich and meaningful experiences that will enhance and develop speaking 

and listening skills. 

 To create a happy and secure environment. 

 To promote positive attitudes to learning to develop self esteem. 

 To promote respect for others and their environment. 

 To build positive relationships with parents and carers. 

 To develop and build children’s independence and autonomy. 

 Promote an awareness of the importance of a healthy lifestyle. 

  Develop children’s resilience, determination, self-esteem and confidence. 

  Ensure the pupils’ interests are an integral part of the curriculum. 

 To ensure the pupils’ achievements and talents are celebrate. 

  To provide an interest-led, personalised curriculum. 

 

 

 

Transition  

 

Prior to your child beginning their journey in our Early Years we will invite you to join 

in our family visit days that support children in feeling safe and secure in our Early 

Years environment, this is also an opportunity to meet and begin to form a 

relationship with their key person. This aids transition into our setting and will help 



your children to feel emotionally settled and secure. When children begin their 

education in our Nursery we implement a staggered induction over a period of a few 

weeks. We are guided by the children and are flexible in this approach. We work in 

partnership with parents and carers to support each child during their settling in 

period so that each child can feel confident and happy. This will ensure that positive 

relationships are established from the start between child, parents and carers and 

key person. The Key Stage One Curriculum builds upon the Early Years Curriculum, 

ensuring that there is a smooth transition which enhances the children’s existing 

knowledge and understanding. This is supported by Miss Heaton, who is the 

Reception teacher and transition manager. 

 

The Early Years Curriculum 

 
 The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum covers seven areas of Learning and 
Development.  
There are three Prime areas of learning which are; 
Communication and Language, Physical Development and Personal, Social 
and Emotional Development  

There are four Specific areas of Learning and Development which are; 

 Literacy, Mathematics, The World and Expressive Arts and Design.  

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage is based upon four principles:  

 Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 
capable, confident and self-assured. 

 Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 

 Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their 
experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong 
partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers. 

 Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. 

 

 

 

Enabling Environments  

 

 All areas of provision within the indoor and outdoor learning environment 

reflect and provide opportunities for the application of life skills. 

 Provide an accessible learning environment that fosters children’s 

independence and confidence without the risk of failure. 

 A secure, safe and happy environment. 



 Provision for a range of stimulating resources relevant to all the children’s 

interests, cultures and communities. 

 Rich learning opportunities are provided through play and playful teaching. 

 

Learning and Development 

Learning through play and playful teaching is an essential element of our Early Years 

Curriculum. We believe that children learn best from activities that are meaningful, 

fun and challenging. Using children’s interests as a starting point, we provide 

carefully planned, stimulating and active learning experiences. Opportunities are 

planned to develop effective characteristics of learning such as, being an active 

learner, solving problems, developing perseverance and finding new ways to do 

things. All practitioners support child initiated learning through modelling new 

language, introducing new vocabulary, modelling new skills, observing, providing 

challenging  and putting next steps into place to support learning. 

 

Positive Relationships 

Our aims are to; 

 Build positive relationships with parents and carers. 

 To work together with parents as partners who are seen as the child’s first 

educator. 

 To work alongside other professionals and agencies in the community in 

identifying and meeting the child’s individual needs. 

 To provide emotional security and build a sense of trust through the key 

person relationship primarily. 

 Be consistent in setting clear boundaries. 

 

Unique Child 

Our aims are to; 

 Support children in developing a positive sense of own identity and culture. 

 Provide early intervention to identify needs for additional support.  

 Keep children safe. 

 Observe and understand each child’s Development and Learning, assess 

progress and plan for next steps. 

 

 

 



          Assessment 

 The Development Matters and Early Years Outcomes documents are used to 

support practitioners in providing on-entry assessments for Nursery and 

Reception children. On-entry assessments are carried out within the first four 

weeks of entering Nursery and within two weeks for children entering 

Reception 

 A tracking system is used to closely track the progress and attainment for 

Reception and Nursery children across the Early Years Foundation Stage 

 Reception children are assessed at the end of the Early Years Foundation 

Stage using the EYFS Profile. This is a national statutory assessment. 

  On-going formative assessment is at the heart of our practice.  A continuous 

cycle of observation and assessment that informs planning is an embedded 

system within the EYFS curriculum 

 Evidence of learning is collated in each child’s Learning Journey and via 

Tapestry, an online Learning Journey. This is via photographs, videos, pieces 

of each child’s work and written observations. Observing children in their 

independent play and work provides us with an accurate judgement of the 

child’s attainment. Evidence of the child’s achievements from home are added 

to their Learning Journey and used to support staff in forming judgements on 

each child’s learning, development and achievements. 

 Each child will receive a written report in Summer Term. Parents of children in 

Reception will receive information on whether their child is Emerging, 

Expected or Exceeding the Early Learning Goals. The Early Learning Goals 

are used to inform the end of year reports and Year One teaching staff. 

 Provision will be made for children who have achieved the EXCEEDING 

judgement to progress within the National Curriculum. 
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