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Intent 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage at Eatock, we believe that all children deserve 

an education rich in wonder and memorable experiences, alongside the purposeful 

acquisition of skills and knowledge. We believe that our children’s first experiences 

of school should be happy and positive, enabling children to develop a lifelong love 

of learning.   

We believe the children should be engaged in a curriculum that reflects their 

individual needs, talents and interests. Our curriculum is bespoke to meet the needs 

of all children, removing any barriers to their learning. Tailoring the curriculum to the 

needs and interests of individuals, inspires and motivates them to learn and develop 

effective characteristics of learning, allowing them to become lifelong learners and 

valuable future citizens.  

A key priority for our curriculum is to ensure the children develop a solid foundation 

for their communication and language skills and to build on this throughout the Early 

Years and the children’s journey through school. We achieve this through a 

language rich environment that provides an abundance of first hand experiences.  

Within the Early Years, we build upon individual children’s prior experiences, from 

previous settings and their homes, to develop a broad understanding and knowledge 

of their local communities and the wider world.  

The curriculum has been designed to ensure it provides an abundance of 

opportunities for revisiting and embedding essential knowledge and skills; through 

careful planning of and revisiting ideas, concepts and experiences, the children 

remember more of what they learn. We aim to ensure that a holistic approach to 

keeping children healthy, including their physical and mental health, provides a 

positive and secure start on their journey in life and education. 

 

 

 

Implementation 

Throughout the children’s journey in Early Years, we follow The Statutory Framework 

for the Early Years Foundation Stage, which encompasses the three Prime Areas 

and four Specific Areas of learning. This framework specifies the requirements for 

learning and development in the Early Years, which we use as a starting point to 

shape and enhance our curriculum to meet the needs of our children at Eatock. All 

areas of the EYFS Curriculum are followed and planned for to ensure there is a 

broad, balanced and progressive learning environment and curriculum.  

We have a curriculum that is child-centred and based upon wow experiences and 

topics that engage and motivate the children to learn. Planning for the curriculum is 

designed to be flexible so that a child’s unique interests are supported. The 

curriculum is implemented through planned purposeful play. Children are taught in a 

playful, active manner, through a balance of adult-directed activities and child-
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initiated learning. Children have many hands-on experiences, visitors and real life 

learning opportunities through the variety of activities that are planned to engage 

and challenge them within the Learning Environment. As children engage in their 

play, practitioners support the children in being active learners, exploring and 

thinking critically. 

A vital aspect in the development of essential knowledge and skills is the use of 

continuous provision. This means that children are independently applying and 

practising taught skills throughout the provision on a daily basis. This will support 

children in developing key life skills, such as: independence, resilience, 

creativity, enquiry and problem solving.  

 

 

Impact 

With the successful implementation of an enriched and balanced curriculum in a 
well-structured, safe, active and challenging learning environment, our children will 
be able to develop the skills, knowledge and understanding that enables them to be 
successful learners.                                                                             

Children will be actively engaged in learning and their enjoyment of this learning will 
be apparent to all.  All children will access the curriculum that provides exciting and 
enriching learning experiences, as well as opportunities to learn through visits and 
hands-on experiences. Children will confidently explore and ask questions about the 
world around them; and they will not fear making a mistake but see this as an 
opportunity to learn.                                                                                                      
Children will be able to make links within their learning and use and apply skills 
learnt across the curriculum, including solving problems. They will have also 
effectively developed their personal levels of resilience and independent learning 
skills. Children will be able to make sense of the world around them, develop 
tolerance, compassion and have an understanding of their rights and the rights of 
others in an ever evolving world. 

Children at the end of the Foundation Stage will have developed essential 
knowledge and skills required for everyday life and lifelong learning.XXX Children at 
Eatock will be well-rounded, happy, inquisitive and successful learners, fully 
prepared for the next stage of their education as they transition from the Foundation 
Stage into Key Stage One.   

 
We designed our curriculum with the particular strengths and needs of the children at 

Eatock in mind. For example, a high percentage of the children at Eatock are white 

British, therefore it is essential that we ensure the curriculum reflects the culturally 

diverse society that we live in.  
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Curriculum Overview 

 
We offer a high quality broad and balanced curriculum based on the 
following elements: 
 

Teaching and Learning 
based on Children's needs 

and interests

A cycle of learning based 
on progression models 

Core experiences: such as 
looking after ducklings, 

visitors in EYFS, celebrating 
festivals, baking...

Core selection of books, 
rhymes and songs

Outdoor Learning and 
Wildlife 
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Teaching and learning 
based on children’s needs 
and interests  

The curriculum is planned so that it 
is responsive to children’s current 
interests and needs. It remains 
flexible and is guided by the 
children’s voice. 

A cycle of learning based on 
progression models  
 

All areas of the curriculum have a 
progression model that guides and 
supports practitioners in 
understanding the sequence of 
teaching and steps in child 
development 

Core experiences: Looking 
after ducklings, visitors in 
EYFS, celebrating festivals 
 

Our aim is to provide children with 
as many ‘real life’ experiences as 
possible. 

Core selection of books, 
rhymes and songs 
 

Our primary aim is to develop 
each child’s love of reading. We 
have a core selection of texts that 
support children, beginning with 
simple repetitive texts and 
progressing onto books with more 
complex vocabulary and 
structures.  

Outdoor Learning and 
Wildlife  
 

Our aim is for children to discover 
and respect the natural world, 
school setting and community. To 
positively impact upon children’s 
wellbeing, including their physical 
and mental health.  
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Learning and development in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
Learning through play and playful teaching is an essential element of our Early Years 

Curriculum. We believe that children learn best from activities that are meaningful, 

fun and challenging. Using the children’s interests as a starting point, we provide 

carefully planned, stimulating and active learning experiences. Opportunities are 

planned to develop effective characteristics of learning, such as: being an active 

learner, solving problems, developing perseverance and exploring new ways to do 

things. All practitioners support child initiated learning through modelling new 

language, introducing new vocabulary, modelling new skills, observing, providing 

challenging and putting ‘next steps’ in place to support learning. 

There are seven areas of learning and development that shape the educational 

provision. 

The three Prime Areas are: 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development  

The Specific Areas are: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematical Development  

 Understanding The World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 

Seven Key Features of Effective Practice  

At Eatock, we use the seven key features as a guide to support our practice. The 

seven key features are: 

 The best for every child 

 High quality care 

 The curriculum 

 Pedagogy 

 Assessment  

 Self-regulation and executive function 

 Partnership with parents  
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Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Supporting children in developing effective characteristics of learning is an important 

feature of our practice. As practitioners, our aim is to prepare children for their future. 

We do this through promoting positive dispositions, such as: perseverance when they 

encounter difficulties, solving real-life problems, concentrating, having their own ideas 

and developing strategies to achieve what it is they want to do. 

 

 

Assessment 

 

Transition  

Prior to children beginning their journey in our Early Years, we invite families to join 

in our family visit days that support children in feeling safe and secure in our Early 

Years environment. This is also an opportunity for children to meet and begin to form 

a relationship with their Key Person. This aids transition into our setting and will help 

children to feel emotionally settled and secure. When children begin their education 

in our setting, we implement a staggered induction over a period of a few weeks. We 

are guided by the children and are flexible in this approach. We work in partnership 

with parents and carers to support each child during their settling in period so that 

every child feels happy and confident. This will ensure that positive relationships are 

established from the start between child, parents and carers and the child’s Key 

Person. During the visits, we will seek to gain a holistic picture of every child, 

including finding out information such as how families think their child will settle and 

form relationships. We will seek to find out what each child enjoys, including their 

hobbies and interests. We will discuss with parents and carers whether they feel 

there may be barriers to their child’s learning and how we can work in partnership to 

provide each child with the support they require to ensure a successful transition. 

This is also an opportunity to discuss any outside agency involvement, such as 

Speech and Language Service that may be currently working with a child.  

 

On-Entry Assessments  

Initially, practitioners will spend quality time getting to know your child and helping 

them to settle. As we interact with your child through playful teaching, we will carry 

out initial baseline assessments; this involves observing children as they play and 

how they engage in their new environment. Practitioners aim to build up a secure 

knowledge of each child’s level of learning and development across all areas of 

learning and their interests. This information will help us to understand how your 

child is developing and plan for their individual next steps. The Development 

Matters and Birth to 5 Matters documents are used to support practitioners in 

making on-entry assessments and judgements. On-entry assessments are carried 

out within the first few weeks of the children entering school. 
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Observation, Assessment and Planning 

 

 On-going formative assessment is at the heart of our practice.  This involves 

practitioners observing and interacting with children in provision and engaging 

in adult-led activities to provide an informed picture of each child’s 

development and next steps. Developing practitioners’ knowledge of effective 

pedagogy and child development remains a high focus. 

 Where required, practitioners will make a record of a child’s learning. This may 

include: video or photographic evidence recorded on Tapestry, a post-it note 

with a next step to be focused on, or a comment on a child’s piece of work. 

From this, next steps will be carried out: a ‘wow’ moment or a significant next 

step in the child’s learning. Assessment will not take the focus of teaching 

away from interactions and teaching for prolonged periods of time. 

Practitioner’s professional judgement will remain high focus within moderation 

and assessment discussions.  

 The Learning Journeys must include examples of the child’s significant 

learning over time, showing their characteristics as a learner. It will include the 

child’s and parent’s voice, including evidence of home learning. It will include 

clear next steps and evidence of progress towards achieving the identified next 

steps. 

 Next steps in children’s learning are carried out in the moment, where 

possible. Where this isn’t possible, resources and support can be provided 

within curriculum and learning areas within provision. This then informs how 

we plan for and enhance the learning environment.  

 Metacognition – practitioners are skilled in talking to children about and 

scaffolding their learning. This develops the children’s skills, including: using 

their prior knowledge, independence, planning ahead and reflecting. Did I 

achieve my goal and what might I do differently next time? 

 Summative assessment for the seven areas of learning is carried out in the 

Autumn term (October on-entry), January (Spring Term) and June (Summer 

Term) 

 Achievements and next steps are shared with parents at Parents’ Evening 

within six weeks of children beginning Nursery and Reception and again at 

Easter time.  

 Reception children are assessed at the end of the Early Years Foundation 

Stage using the EYFS Profile. This is a national statutory assessment. The 

EYFSP is an assessment of children’s level of attainment in relation to the 

Early Learning Goals. 

 Parents of children in Reception will receive a profile report, which outlines 

whether their child has achieved the ‘Emerging’ or ‘Expected’ judgement for 

the Early Learning Goals. The Early Learning Goal judgements are used to 
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inform parents of their child’s level of development and Key Stage 1 teaching 

and provision. 

 Each child will receive a written report at the end of the Summer Term. 

 

 

Tapestry 

Evidence of learning is collated in each child’s Learning Journey and via Tapestry, 

an online Learning Journey. Tapestry is used to enhance parental engagement and 

share evidence of children’s learning. Evidence is collated via photographs, videos, 

pieces of each child’s work and short, succinct observations. Observing children in 

their independent play and work provides us with an accurate judgement of the 

child’s attainment. Evidence of the child’s achievements and home learning are 

added to their Learning Journey and used to support staff in forming judgements on 

each child’s learning, development and achievements. 

 

Home Learning 

We recognise that one of most important predictors of children’s future outcomes is 

the quality of the home learning environment, so involving parents and carers is a 

significant factor in enabling children to do well.  

We work in partnership with parents in developing their understanding of the EYFS 

curriculum and how we deliver this. Parents are supported through curriculum 

workshops and sessions where they can come into the setting and learn alongside 

their child.  

In Nursery and Reception, weekly home challenges are sent home that are playful 

and experiential with a focus on communication and language. We encourage 

families to send them in via Tapestry (within their child’s home learning section), 

which we then share in school.   

 

 

Reception Baseline Assessment 

The Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) is an age-appropriate assessment of 

early Mathematics, Literacy and Communication and Language. It is delivered in 

English and is administered within the first six weeks of a pupil starting Reception. 

The assessment has two components, each consisting of practical tasks using 

physical resources. There is an online scoring system for the practitioner to use as 

the pupil engages with the tasks. The RBA will be used to create school-level 

progress measures for primary schools, which will show the progress pupils make 

from Reception until the end of Key Stage 2. 
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Children with Special Educational Needs 

At Eatock, we aim to provide all children, regardless of ethnicity, culture, religion, 

family background, learning difficulties, disabilities, gender or ability, equal access to 

all aspects of school life and we strive to ensure that every child is valued fully as an 

individual. Practitioners, as role models, are aware of the influence of adults in 

promoting positive attitudes and use that influence to challenge stereotypical ideas.          

We recognise that all children and families are unique and have different needs and 

experiences. Children’s special educational needs are identified quickly, and 

promptly receive any extra support they require, so that they can progress 

successfully in their learning. We recognise the importance of working closely with 

parents and carers and multi-agency working. 

 

Written by EYFS Lead July 2021.  

Reviewed by SLT July 2022 

 

 

 

 


